
Page 1 | Finding the Church That Jesus Built

FINDING THE CHURCH
THAT JESUS BUILT

A 5-page Orthodox study guide on Church, Scripture, Tradition, and Apostolic Christianity

GOSPEL

Christ Pantocrator - icon-style panel

Executive Summary
The lecture asks one dangerous but necessary question: Where is the
Church that Jesus Christ said He would build? The Orthodox answer is
not that the Bible is unimportant. It is that the Bible belongs inside the
living Church that received, preserved, read, copied, preached, and
interpreted it.

The argument runs like this: Christ founded His Church; Christ taught and
commissioned the Apostles; the Apostles handed down the faith; the
Church worshipped, baptized, celebrated the Eucharist, and evangelized
before the New Testament canon was formally recognized; therefore
Christian authority is not "Bible plus my interpretation," but Christ in His
apostolic Church.

The Orthodox Claim in One Sentence
The Church did not come from the New Testament as a later Bible-study society; the New Testament came from the worshipping,
teaching, sacramental Church founded by Christ and entrusted to the Apostles.

Study Aim
This guide is written for a Protestant reader who already loves Jesus and Scripture, but is willing to ask whether the historic Church has a
stronger claim than modern private interpretation.

Artwork Note: Illustrations are original icon-style educational panels based on public Orthodox iconographic themes: Christ Pantocrator, Pentecost, Apostolic witness,
manuscript tradition, and St. Mary Magdalene.



1. What Church Did Jesus Build?
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THE CHURCH

The Apostolic Foundation

Matthew 16:18 - the starting question
Jesus says, "I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it"
(KJV). The lecture presses the point hard: Christ did not say, "I will leave behind
religious ideas," or "I will create a book and let everyone rebuild my Church later."
He said, My Church. That means the Church belongs to Christ before it belongs to
any preacher, council, denomination, or reader.

The Three Possibilities
1. Christ never built the Church. That contradicts His promise.
2. Christ built it, but hell destroyed it. That contradicts His promise that the gates of
Hades would not prevail.
3. Christ built it, and it still exists. This is the Orthodox claim.

Why this matters for Protestants
If the ancient Church disappeared, then every Christian today is forced to
reconstruct Christianity from fragments. But if Christ preserved His Church, the
task is not to invent the purest version of Christianity; it is to find and enter the
Church Christ has preserved.

Christ the Cornerstone
Ephesians 2:19-22 says the household of God is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief
cornerstone. In ancient construction, the cornerstone aligned the whole building. So Christ is not a decorative name on the front of a church.
He determines the Church: its doctrine, worship, unity, and direction.

Apostolic Foundation
The lecture argues that Christ built His Church through men He personally formed. Luke 24 says Christ opened the minds of His
disciples to understand the Scriptures. Acts 1 says He gave orders to the Apostles. Matthew 28 commands them to make disciples,
baptize, and teach the nations to observe all He commanded. The Apostles were not religious freelancers. They were witnesses under
orders.

Church Father Witness
St. Ignatius of Antioch, early 2nd century:
"Wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the
catholic Church." Ignatius also
repeatedly ties Christian unity to bishop,
Eucharist, and gathered Church - not
private interpretation alone.

Reflection
If Jesus promised an enduring Church, should we expect it to be historically visible, sacramental, and apostolic - or invisible and
repeatedly reinvented?



2. The Church Before the New Testament Canon
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THE CHURCH

Pentecost: worship before canon

The strongest historical pressure point
The Church preached Christ before Christians possessed a completed New Testament.
Individual writings existed early, were copied and read, but the officially recognized
New Testament canon comes later in Church history. The lecture uses this point to
challenge the idea that Christianity began as a Bible-alone movement.
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Acts 2:42 shows the shape of early Christianity
The first Christians "continued stedfastly in the apostles doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers" (KJV).
Notice the four marks: apostolic teaching, communion, Eucharistic breaking of bread, and the prayers. This looks far closer to a
worshipping Church than a loose collection of independent Bible readers.

How could the Church function before a finalized canon?
Because the Church had received the apostolic faith as a
complete way of life: baptism into Christ, the Eucharist,
ordained leadership, common prayer, preaching, fasting,
martyrdom, and the rule of faith. Scripture was never absent,
but Scripture lived inside the Church that proclaimed it.

Historical argument
The early Church did not wait for a leather-bound New
Testament before obeying Christ. It evangelized the Roman
Empire, produced martyrs, and defended the Trinity before most
believers could own personal Bibles. That does not lower
Scripture; it raises the question: Who preserved and
recognized Scripture?

Church Father Witness
St. Irenaeus of Lyons argued against heresies by appealing to the apostolic preaching preserved in the churches founded by the Apostles. His
point was not "I have my interpretation against yours," but "the apostolic churches have received and guarded this faith."



3. Holy Tradition: Paradosis and the Baton
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PARADOSIS

The baton handed down

Paradosis means "what is handed down"
The lecture explains the Greek word paradosis with a relay
race. The faith is not invented by each generation. It is
received, guarded, lived, and passed on. You do not drop the
baton by losing the faith, and you do not swap the baton by
replacing apostolic Christianity with something more
fashionable.

Scripture does not reject all tradition
2 Thessalonians 2:15 says, "stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle" (KJV). That
verse matters because Paul does not divide apostolic teaching into "written equals valid" and "oral equals suspicious." He commands
the Church to hold both forms of apostolic instruction.

The heart of Christianity is handed down
In 1 Corinthians 11, Paul says he received and delivered the Eucharistic tradition: "This is my body." In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul says he
delivered what he received: Christ died, was buried, rose on the third day, and appeared to witnesses. The Resurrection and the
Eucharist are not private discoveries. They are apostolic inheritance.

2 Timothy 2:2 - the chain of transmission
Paul tells Timothy: "the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to
teach others also" (KJV). The pattern is clear: Paul -> Timothy -> faithful men -> others. That is not a one-generation faith. It is apostolic
succession in teaching, worship, and pastoral responsibility.

Orthodox Point
Holy Tradition is not "extra stuff added to the Bible." It is the apostolic life of the Church: how Scripture is read, how Christ is
worshipped, how Baptism and Eucharist are received, how doctrine is confessed, and how the faith is passed on without being
reinvented.



4. Canon, Marcion, and the Orthodox Challenge
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ST. MARY MAGDALENE

St. Mary Magdalene - apostolic witness

A

Manuscripts and canon

Marcion and the first canon crisis
The lecture points to Marcion in the 2nd
century as a warning. Marcion rejected
the Old Testament and reduced Christian
writings to an edited Luke and selected
Pauline letters. In other words, he tried to
build a church on a selected book plus his
interpretation. The Orthodox response is
that authentic Christianity is not created
by cutting out the parts that do not fit us.

Irenaeus and the Church response
St. Irenaeus defended the fourfold Gospel and the apostolic faith against heresy. The point was not that the Church invented Scripture,
but that the Church recognized and guarded the writings that belonged to the apostolic inheritance.

Orthodox vs. Bible-alone Authority

Question Orthodox Answer Bible-Alone Problem

Canon The Church recognized apostolic books within
worship and teaching.

The Bible does not contain its own table of
contents.

Interpretation Scripture is read in the mind of the Church and
the rule of faith.

Private interpretation produces competing
churches.

Tradition Apostolic tradition is commanded and preserved. Tradition is often treated as corruption by
default.

Worship The Church worshipped liturgically from the
beginning.

Worship is often redesigned by preference.

Why St. Mary Magdalene belongs here
Orthodoxy honors Mary Magdalene as Equal-to-the-Apostles because she witnessed the risen Christ and proclaimed the Resurrection.
Her place in Orthodox memory shows that apostolic witness is bigger than a later printed canon: before the books were gathered, the
Resurrection was proclaimed by living witnesses.

Final Questions for a Protestant Friend
1. If Christ built a Church, where is it? 2. If the Church vanished, did the gates of Hades prevail? 3. How did Christians know the faith
before a finalized New Testament canon? 4. Why trust the Bible preserved by the historic Church while rejecting that Church's
worship, sacraments, and authority? 5. What if the ancient Church did not disappear, but still worships today?


